
Inviting your participation in an engaged art project:

Yellow Dirt Testimony:
Dust Mask Mushroom Cloud  - a promise in many parts

Uranium mining began on the Navajo Nation in 1944 in order to supply raw material for 
the bombs that destroyed Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  The slow motion environmental and 
social catastrophe continued virtually unregulated for decades in order to feed the 
country’s cold war bomb making apparatus.  There remain many unremediated mines on 
the Navajo Nation that continue to contaminate the air and water with radioactive waste.  
New proposals for mines near Grand Canyon National Park and current world politics 
bring urgency to a commitment toward environmental protection, social justice, and peace. 

⚡ ️

One of the striking and unconscionable elements of the environmental, human rights, and 
health disaster of Navajo uranium mining is that, even though the risks were known, miners 
were not provided even the most basic information, safety training, or personal protection; 
not even dust masks.  As a result many people sickened and died from radiation poisoning. 

We will be building a mushroom cloud from thousands of dust masks each decorated with an 
individual’s response depicting hopes for life lived without fear of radiation sickness or nuclear war : a 

pledge that this will not happen again. 
The mushroom cloud will be exhibited during the spring and summer of 2017 in Arizona 
and then will travel the country with other art bringing awareness and hope.

Contact Edie Dillon eadwellspring@yahoo.com for more information and request masks. 

Decorate your dust mask with:
• An image of peace as a lived reality, a poem, a thought, a word or two for the future.
• Out of respect for Navajo culture, no images of death, or names of people who have passed. 

This project is made possible through an artist residency at the Prescott College Art Gallery at the Sam Hill Warehouse. 
Edie Dillon is an award winning sculptor and environmental artist based in Prescott, Arizona.

L-R, Photo taken from uranium mine on Little Colorado River, 
Cameron, Az,; Nuclear test, Nevada, 1957; decorated dust masks.


